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Gretchen Farrar, classical soprano, and Francisco Roldán, guitar, have presented works by Bellini, Berlioz, Brahms, Britten, Brouwer, Mozart and others throughout the New York metropolitan area and across the northeast, from the Washington County Museum of Fine Arts in Hagerstown, Maryland, to the Helen Day Arts Center in Stowe, Vermont.  They have been celebrated by Art Times Online as “the icing on the cake” at Salmagundi Arts Club. The duo released their cd, Interweaving, in 2010.  The album is a unique journey through Spanish and English art song, beginning with the Renaissance and arriving at the contemporary, featuring works by Dowland, Sor, Lorca, Cordero and others in a singular blend of composers and styles.  The cd is available at http://www.cdbaby.com/Artist/GretchenFarrarandFranciscoRold
Colombian-born guitarist Francisco Roldán was presented, among other concerts, in recitals at the Dominican Republic Guitar Festival and at the Mannes College Guitar Festival, NYC, this past year.  He has performed in Russia, Argentina, Spain, Colombia, Paraguay and throughout the United States.  Soundboard has lauded “(Mr. Roldán)…is an excellent musician, an exciting soloist and sensitive accompanist…” He has played various concerti and has participated in numerous chamber music recitals with singers and instrumentalists. He has four recordings available, one titled Almost All Bach, in which he interprets the music of Bach and Scarlatti, the second titled Latin Guitar, in which he performs music of Barrios, Lauro and Landestoy, the third, released in 2010, titled ZigZag, with his ZigZag Quartet, with music of Boccherinni, Bolling, Gnattali, Landestoy and Piazzolla, and Interweaving, with soprano Gretchen Farrar.  All of these are available and can be heard at cdbaby.com, amazon.com and iTunes.  Francisco Roldán is currently on the faculty of the Mannes College of Music Extension and Preparatory Divisions, Lehman College - City University of New York, and New Jersey City University.

From art song to opera to cabaret, soprano Gretchen Farrar moves easily through styles, genres, and languages.  The New York Times noted her “passionate and shapely performance” of Ernesto Cordero’s songs with Francisco Roldán at the 2008 Mannes Guitar Festival.  She has performed in concert with piano at recital series and venues around New York including Weill Hall and Merkin Hall offering a variety of repertoire.  With Elysium-Between Two Continents, she has sung German and American works in Germany and New York and she has also assisted directing their performances.  The Münchner Merkur described her 2009 interpretation of American songs with Elysium in Germany as “…technically more than brilliant... an overall elegant tightrope-walk between charming entertainment and profound quality...” Her opera and chamber music credits include Anchorage Opera, Eugene Opera, Belleayre Festival Opera, Opera at Florham, Dicapo Opera, Hudson Opera Theater, National Lyric Opera, New Music New York, and Chamber Music New York.  Gretchen Farrar has been a teaching artist for the Metropolitan Opera Guild and was a graduate teaching fellow at the University of Oregon where she received her Master’s in Music.
People have always been partial to the sound of the voice accompanied by a string instrument that is picked or strummed.  Throughout historical records, art and literature, singers have long woven melodic texts through the harmonies and punteados of lyres, harps, lutes, vihuelas, and guitars.  From Homer and David’s times, to Greece and Rome, to the Renaissance, Baroque and Classical periods, to today’s rock, folk, flamenco, jazz and other international genres of music, this combination develops, flourishes and continues, virtually unchanged in its essential instrumental make up.  There is something about this intimate ensemble that can express our deepest feelings, from total joy to dejected lament. In this timeless partnership, emotion and beauty have moved listeners throughout the ages.  

With Interweaving, we express a commitment to performing songs with classical guitar of varied styles, genres, and eras with a common thread of conviction.  Interweaving (entretejiendo in Spanish) is about taking single strands of melody, harmony, poetry, rhythm, and dynamics and fusing them together into a cohesive, expressive whole.   The voice and the guitar thread their way in and out of each other, creating a variegated tapestry of sound.  Each work provides its own unique inspiration to us.  With this collection of songs, we hope to add to the honorable tradition of songs by presenting a specially chosen body of works from the Americas and Europe, in English and in Spanish, for this ensemble.
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